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INTRODUCTION 



twenty-thousand years. It tells the story of a rich continent with 
thriving civilizations and talented, organized human beings. It 
reveals, to the objective reader, tales of beautiful cities, abundant 
agriculture, linguistic and philosophical achievements, high 
technology, pyramid building, respect for and development of 
women, highly developed political structures, and extensive 


Today, very little mention is made of the presence of Muslims 
in the Caribbean until the 19th century, with the coming of 
indentured labourers from India, and then in the 20th century, 
with the arrival of traders from the Middle East. The history of 
Islam and Muslim people in this region extends back over one 


primitive, unsophisticated religion that only motivated its 
followers to conquer and pillage. This work is an attempt to 
dispel some of the misconceptions about Islamic history in 
the Caribbean and North America, and introduce a body of 






desert wildlife. The people of this region, the Hokan, the Numic, 
the Algic, the Navajos, the Hopi, the Siouian, the Caddoan, the 
Tanoan, and other smaller confederations developed a variety 
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